Conference 2021: Brave New World
Join the United Church of Christ Musicians
Association for our national biennial conference
presented online. Anyone involved in planning and
presenting music and worship in a church setting is
welcome. An array of workshops, worship services,
enrichment sessions and a concert will be streamed
directly to your home or office or mountain top,
wherever your digital device takes you. All sessions
and events will be made available for one month
after the conference is over so that you can
enjoy what you can in real time and catch up on
everything else later in the month.
Our Brave New World conference is hosted by
the First Church of Christ, UCC in Glastonbury,
Connecticut where we had originally planned to
hold an in-person event, now changed due to the
pandemic. With the church as our backdrop, you
will experience a taste of historic Glastonbury as
well as the wealth of Connecticut talent on our
faculty. A bit of New England will be yours to enjoy
as you renew, regenerate and reload for a new and
different church year ahead.
Each workshop will consist of a 45-minute video
followed by a 15-minute livestreamed Q&A in
which you can ask questions of the workshop
presenter.

Our Concert
On Friday evening we will present a video concert
of music featuring seven-time Grammy award
winner and Connecticut resident Paul Winter.
He and his Paul Winter Consort are known for
their world-wide tours performing his original
compositions featuring jazz-inflected music
accompanied by the sounds of wild animals. Many
of their concerts were benefits for environmental
causes. The video will include music excerpts
from Winter’s Summer Solstice events and other
performances, beautiful wooded and nature scenes,
many in Connecticut, and live music from Winter’s

Complete information and registration at

www.uccma.org

barn and studio. Also included in the program are
appearances by the University of Connecticut’s
Voices of Freedom Gospel Choir directed by Rev.
Lisa Clayton, the Hockanum Valley Ringers directed
by Lawrence Berdensey, and Chorus Angelicus and
Gaudeamus conducted by Gabriel Löfvall. Chorus
Angelicus is an acclaimed Connecticut-based
children’s choir and Gaudeamus is their adult
component.

Our Closing Worship Service
The conference will culminate in a worship service
at 4:00 pm on Saturday that will showcase the
creative possibilities of video worship. Our preacher
will be the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, General
Minister and President of the United Church of
Christ. Also included will be organ improvisations
by Jeffrey Brillhart, the premier of the winning
hymn of UCCMA’s hymn competition, and
contributions by the Hockanum Valley Ringers and
Chorus Angelicus. Musicians and artists will be
recognized with the blessing of the hands.

Join us!
July 8 - 10, 2021
www.uccma.org

Email us at Conference2021@uccma.org

Thank you to our co-sponsors

Daily Schedule

All times are Eastern Time (ET)

THURSDAY, JULY 8

SATURDAY, JULY 10

7:00 pm

8:45 am

7:15 pm

9:00 pm

Welcome

Anthem Reading Sessions
– J. W. Pepper

9:00 am

Afterglow Social Time

10:00 am

FRIDAY, JULY 9

11:00 am

8:45 am

Morning Worship

10:00 am

What are Those Funny Looking
Handbell Symbols?
– Lawrence Berdensey

9:00 am

11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm

6:30 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm

Sing of a Blessing
– Miriam Therese Winter

Musical Treasures for the Organ:
Something Old, Something New,
Something Ghoul! – Angela Salcedo
Tour of Main Street Glastonbury
– Kasha Breau
New Worship Platforms:
Re-Imagined Concepts
– Susan Aziz

Global Hymnody in North American
Worship – Patrick Evans
Improvisation: A World of Possibilities
– Jeffrey Brillhart
Dinner Break

Concert Program with Paul Winter
and selected faculty
Afterglow Social Time

www.uccma.org

1:00 pm

2:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm

Bold Composing in a New World
– Keith Hampton

Rethinking and Developing New
Paradigms for our Children’s Choirs
– Gabriel Löfvall

New Heartbeats: A Worldly Approach
to Congregational Rhythm
– Michelle Horsley
UCCMA Biennial Meeting & Lunch

Rebuilding Our Choirs Post-COVID
– Walden Moore

Singing the Gospel Music Tradition
– Rev. Lisa Clayton
Bird Walk and T’ai Chi Chih
– Kasha Breau

Closing Festival Worship Service
– Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, preacher

Registration

Exploring the Jazz of Spirituals
– Joe Utterback

Conference Choir Rehearsal
– Gabriel Löfvall

12:00 pm

Morning Worship

$195 Early Bird UCCMA members
$245 Regular UCCMA members
$275 Early Bird non-members
$325 Regular non-members
The Early Bird discount will be available through
May 1, 2021. Afterwards, the regular fee applies. All
prices include a nonrefundable $25 fee for processing.
Financial assistance is available to first-time
conference attendees who might not be able to
attend without aid. For info, contact Michele Hecht,
President, at president@uccma.org.
For complete information and to register, go to:
www.uccma.org

The United Church of Christ Musicians Association, Inc. (UCCMA) is a nonprofit,
national organization of musicians, clergy and interested laity who primarily
serve congregations in the United Church of Christ though others are welcome
to join us. We are a grassroots, member-supported association run entirely by
volunteers. Our mission is to inspire, educate and nurture those who minister
through music and the arts. UCCMA was founded in 1993 by a small group
of musicians in Connecticut who felt a need for professional support from
colleagues in our denomination. We incorporated in 1994 and held our first
national conference in 1998. We have offered biennial conferences since then
throughout the USA.

Susan Aziz
For 25 years, Susan has been a designer and
fabricator of costumes, puppets and masks for
theater and dance. She studied puppet design
and performance in London, Paris, Toronto, NYC
and University of Connecticut.
Lawrence Berdensey
Director of the Hockanum Valley Ringers, a
five-octive community handbell ensemble. He
is a middle school band director and holds a BS
degree in music education and MS in education.
Kasha Breau
Kasha is the music director in organ, choir
and handbells at First Congregational Church,
Portland, CT. She is also a harpist, singer, wildlife
rehabilitator and instructor in T’ai Chi Chih.
Jeffrey Brillhart
An instructor in organ improvisation at Yale
University and the Director of Music and Fine
Arts at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church. He is an
AGO prizewinner in organ improvisation and has
written two widely-used books on the subject.
Rev. Lisa Clayton
Director of the Voices of Freedom Gospel Choir
at the University of Connecticut where she is a
lecturer. She is on the ministerial staff of Phillips
Metropolitan C.M.E. church, Hartford, CT and
teaches music in the Hartford School System.
Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer
General Minister and President of the United
Church of Christ. He is the author of Beyond
Resistance: The Institutional Church Meets the
Postmodern World and he envisions a future in
which the United Church of Christ matters.
Patrick Evans
Currently the chair of the music department at
the University of Alabama, Patrick Evans was
previously Associate Professor in the Practice of
Sacred Music at Yale’s Institute of Sacred Music.
Keith Hampton
Founder and Artistic Director of the Chicago
Community Chorus and director of music at
St. Thomas Episcopal Church of Chicago. As a
composer, he has published arrangements of
spirituals and gospel songs and is considered a
specialist in the field of Gospel Music.
Michelle Horsley
Director of Music Ministries at Trinity Episcopal
Church, Hartford, CT and Dean of the Greater
Hartford Chapter AGO. She has a BM in organ
performance from Stetson University and a MSM
from Duquesne University.

Gabriel Löfvall
Artistic Director of Chorus Angelicus,
Connecticut’s acclaimed children’s chorus, and
Gaudeamus, their adult counterpart. A native of
Argentina, he came to the US to attend the Hartt
School of Music, University of Hartford, where he
received a MM in piano performance and a MM
and DMA in choral conducting.
Walden Moore
Since 1984, he has been Director of Music at
Trinity Church, New Haven, CT where he directs
the Choir of Men and Boys, Choir of Men and
Girls, and the Parish Choir (mixed adult voices).
He is a lecturer in organ at the Yale University
Institute of Sacred Music.
Dr. Angela Salcedo
Director of Music Ministries at the First Church of
Christ, Glastonbury, CT and lecturer in organ at
the University of Connecticut. She has a BM from
the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory
of Music, MM from New England Conservatory
and DMA from Eastman School of Music.
Dr. Joe Utterback
Composer, recording artist, pianist and organist,
Dr. Joe is a compelling artist in jazz. He has been
on the faculty of Sacred Heart University, Fairfield,
CT for 28 years. He is the Director of Music and
Organist at First Congregational Church, UCC,
Stratford, CT.
Miriam Therese Winter
Emerita Professor of Transformative
Leadership and Spirituality at Hartford
Seminary, MT arrived in 1974 to establish
the department of liturgy, worship and
spirituality and has since published awardwinning books on biblical women, feminist
ritual, and quantum spirituality. MT is a Medical Mission
Sister and at heart a singer and songwriter. She was a
pioneer of folk-style music in the Catholic liturgical tradition
and won wide acclaim for her recording, Joy is Like the Rain,
which went Gold in the 1960s, and for her Mass of a Pilgrim
People that premiered at Carnegie Hall.
Paul Winter
Soprano saxophonist, composer and
leader of the Paul Winter Consort, Paul
Winter is reknown for his performances
and recordings of “earth music,” a genre
that combines classical, jazz and world
music traditions with voices from the wild, such as whales
and wolves. He has toured the world, performing over
3,000 concerts in 52 countries. He has produced 53
albums, including seven that won Grammy awards. His
ensemble is known for its longstanding residency at St.
John the Divine in NYC. He has an honorary doctorate
from the University of Hartford in CT.

